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Example

PhD Comprehensive Exam — Theory
Supust 20019

Auanswer both questions below . Do not use the same theories to answer both guestions.

21. Durkheim’™s ideas hawve been integrated in many sociological and criminological theories.
Specifically. his most fundamental arguments hawve been applied to social disorganization theory,
control theory, critical theory, institutional anomie theory, and strain theory.

a) Briefly summarize Durkheim’™s most relevant arguments for the explanation of crime.

b)) Explain how Durkheim™s arguments hawve been applied to two of the theories listed abowe.
Clhite relevant authors and empirical research. In what ways do the conceptualizations of the
selected theories differ Hrom Durkheim™s original formmulation™

D2, Criminological theories hawve varying perspectives on the explanation of crime and violence.
Some theoretical formulations may regard wviolence as a "“couwrrency” (or a “language”™) that is used
in specific situations or circumstances, whereas other theories presume that engaging in wviolent
behavior reguires distinctive individoal predispositions. Drawing on the relevant theoretical and

empirical literature, prowvide an example of a theory that falls into each category (two theories in
total).

a) Briefly discuss the key ideas and authors associated with each selected theory. Explain e
the theory over- or under-emphasizes differences between offenders and non-offenders.

b)) Drawing on relevant theories and/or empirical studies, discuss the limitations of the
criminal/non-criminal dichotormy.



Example

21. Several criminological theories can help to explain the comparatively higher crime rates in
disadvantaged communities.

a) Draw on two theories that can explain why low SES communities, and communities with
a higher proportion of minority residents, may be characterized by increased crime rates.
Y ou can draw on concrete examples illustrating this association from Bourgois®™ (2003)
ethnographic study of drug markets in East Harlem in the 1980s/early 1990s. as well as
other relevant studies (Anderson, 2000, etc.).

b) According to Rose and Clear (1998), Clear (2008) and sewveral other scholars, mass
incarceration has adwversely and disproportionately affected disadvantaged communities
of color. Explain this argument.

Q2. Different theories offer divergent views on the importance and role of punishment as a
response to crime and other forms of misbehavior. Discuss the importance granted to punishment
in the following theoretical frameworks:

1} Classical school, rational choice & deterrence frameworks
2) Social learning theory (Bandura, Akers. etc.)
3) Braithwaite's (1989) notions of reintegrative versus disintegrative shaming

Provide a brief overview of each of the frameworks, referencing key authors, and comment on
the role of punishment in each paradigm. Do these models stipulate that punishment is
necessary: VWhat are the features of effective punishment according to each paradigm? How do
they differ and how are they similar in this regard?
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