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..First, potential turning points in a criminal trajectory are not static but themselves
undergo change and must be theoretically reconceived in light of social change
{Sampson 2015). While there will be continued attention to employment and marriage,
research is needed on how broad societal changes such as the precariousness of labor
markets, increasing inequality, the technological revolution, declines in vioience, and
the decline in marriage may be changing the context of development, a key point of
emphasis in the lifecourse perspective. ...

-.5econdly, what has not been appropriately recognized in the debates about criminal
careers is the fundamental way that life-course trajectories can be altered by
government policy. A natable example is the five-fold increase in the rate of
incarceration in the United States over the last 40 years {Travis, Western, and Redburn
2014. ...Like high rates of incarceration, the effects of zero-tolerance policing strategies




are also not uniform and have largely fallen on young Black men, as protests in Ferguson,
“Baltimore, and other cities have clearly demonstrated. There is a sense that children,

especially minorities, are growing up in a less forgiving environment of criminal justice

response. Life-course criminology thus needs to focus more intently on social structural
_and institutional (including policy) contexts (Sampson 2013, 2015},
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